
Year 10 Mathematics and its relation to VCE Mathematics
Year 10 Mathematics provides different courses for students depending on their chosen pathways through VCE Mathematics. The following table 
outlines these pathways.

Health & Physical Education 
All students participate in Physical Education throughout the year. They 
must also select one of the three Health & Physical Education electives. 

 
Physical Education: (PE)
This unit aims to encourage students to participate actively in a range 
of sports and activities. It fosters positive attitudes to the development 
of skills, fitness and strategies useful for participation in those activities 
and sports.
 
Sports Science: (HSS) 
The focus for this subject includes: anatomy, applied fitness (exercise and 
training principles), injury management, energy systems, food for fuels and 
personal training programs.  It incorporates learning through theory and 
practical involvement.  This unit can lead onto studies in VCE Physical 
Education.  This is a semester long subject. 

Health & Lifestyle: (HHL)
The focus for this subject includes: lifestyle diseases, understanding health 
and development, healthy choices and alternate exercises for a health life.  
It incorporates learning through theory and practical involvement.  This 
unit can lead onto studies in VCE Health and Human Development.  This 
is a semester long subject.  

Sports Leaders: (HSL)
The focus for this subject includes: coach education, officiating and 
umpiring/refereeing, equipment management and monitoring individual 
and team performance.  There is an opportunity to coach, train and umpire 
Primary School students on a regular basis.  This subject can lead onto 
studies in VCE Physical Education. 
Where possible it would be preferable to select both Sports Leaders 
electives 1 & 2 as they are designed to run for the whole year. 
However, it is also possible to select either Sports Leaders 1 or 2, on their 
own, for just one semester. 

YEAR 10 CORE SUBJECTS
Mathematics
Physical Education & Health
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YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Year 10 Maths Methods

Maths Methods CAS Units 1 & 2
OR

Maths Methods CAS Units 1 & 2
and

General Maths Methods Units 1 & 2

Maths Methods CAS Units 3 & 4
OR

Maths Methods CAS Units 3 & 4 
and

Specialist Maths Units 3 & 4
OR

Maths Methods CAS Units 3 & 4 
and

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 OR
Further Maths Units 3 & 4

Year 10 Maths Methods General Maths Further Units 1 & 2 Further Maths Units 3 & 4

Year 10 General Mathematics General Maths Further Units 1 & 2 Further Maths Units 3 & 4

Note: It is highly advisable that students do Maths Methods CAS 1&2 with General Mathematics Methods 1&2. This combination pre-
pares students better for the more challenging work expected of them in Maths Methods CAS Units 3&4 and Specialist Maths Units 3&4.



YEAR 10 CORE SUBJECTS
Humanities

Humanities
Civics and Citizenship: (SCC)
Semester 1
Students describe the origins and nature of Australia’s Federal and State 
Parliamentary systems and law making structures. They study the sources 
of law and the need for laws in a society.  Students will identify criminal 
and civil law issues and changes in the law. They examine the roles and 
responsibilities of courts and court personnel at both state and federal 
levels. Students gain an insightful first hand knowledge of court proceedings 
by visiting the Melbourne Magistrates Court during the semester.  
Students analyse vocational pathways and education and training require-
ments and identify possible career paths and opportunities. Students will 
develop skills required for moving from school to employment or further 
education. Students will complete a range of tasks including a self-analysis 
profile, job investigations, preparation of a resume and job application and 
participate in a simulated job interview with a member of the local Rotary 
Clubs. Prior to students participating in the Work Experience Program they 
will complete the General Safe@Work module and any others modules 
relevant to their place of employment.

Semester 2
Students participate in a two week Work Experience placement in their 
choice of employment and are required to complete a Work Experience 
Diary.  Follow up activities to the Work Experience Program will include 
students presenting individual talks on their work experience placement 
and a review of their vocational pathways. Students identify some of the 
factors that will influence current and future work practices. 
Students analyse legal issues such as sanctions and juries from both a 
local and global perspective and discuss the role of global organisations 
in responding to these issues.

Geography: The World Around Us (SGP)
This unit explores the relationships between humans and their natural
environment and looks at the broad social patterns that shape human 
societies.  By studying some communities around the world that are 
grappling with major problems, this unit helps students to understand 
present-day events and realise the impact that government and 
individual decisions may have on people and places - near and far.
The main topices include: 

Our Unequal World•	
World Population•	
 China•	
Climate Change•	
Alternate Energy Sources•	

History: Federation to the Future: (SHF)
This semester unit covers the major forces and events that have shaped 
Australian society during the Twentieth Century.  The course continues on 
from the Year 9 History course which concludes around the 1870s.
The main topics include:

•	 Federation – a nation is born
•	 The Great War
•	 The 1920s
•	 The Great Depression
•	 The Second World War
•	 The Cold War
•	 The Gulf War and beyond
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YEAR 10 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
The Arts
Languages other than English

The Arts

Performance – The Art of Acting (ADP)
This unit will explore the art of acting. Throughout the unit students will 
be introduced to key theatre practitioners such as Brecht, Beckett and 
Stanislavsky, and apply their theories to create a variety of performances. 
Students will record the development of their performance ideas and 
contribute in a substantial manner to the production of a one-act 
play. Students will perform to a range of audiences within this unit.

Media – Cinema Studies (AMC)
This media unit involves students experimenting with a wide range of 
filmmaking techniques and styles. Students will develop their skills in 
areas such as film analysis, special effects, storyboarding and developing 
a narrative. Students will create several complete media products in a range 
of genres, such as a western, horror, thriller and crime film. Students will 
undertake a comprehensive investigation into the works of a film director.

Computer Graphics: (AVC)
Computer graphics focuses on developing the Visual Communication skills 
of students of the digital world. It relies heavily on Adobe Photoshop as 
the chief medium to create, edit, change, and empower digital media with 
enhanced communication and meaning for an audience. Students will 
develop competence in digital editing, digital photography, scanning, printing, 
and presentation and publishing theory. Student will research and delve into 
the creative thinking behind artists of the Surrealist movement and explore 
their own Surrealistic concepts in digital products created in Photoshop.

Design Graphics: (AVD)
How would you like to create designs using your own ideas and style? 
Anything from futuristic houses to product designs such as watches, 
shoes, jewellery to guitars. In this elective, students will complete their 
own architectural and product designs using the drawing conventions of 
orthogonal, isometric and oblique. They will then scan their work to be 
digitally coloured using computer software products such as Photoshop 
and Paint Shop Pro. In the theory component, students will research on 
the Web current and past architectural and product designs, exploring the 
impact of technology on materials, construction techniques and emerging 
new styles. 

Painting and Drawing - Illustration: (A2D)
Students will learn the fundamental illustration techniques used in 
children’s books, illustrated storybooks and covers of music products 
such as records and videos. A wide range of conventional art materials 
will be used in the art room in conjunction with computers, digital 
illustration software, scanners, digital cameras and colour printers. The 
production focus will be to storyboard, write and illustrate a short book 
designed for a specific audience. Students will also develop designs 
for other products. Students will evaluate the effectiveness of a book 
design and other products in the context of the history of the craft.

Music Performance and Composition (AMPC)
Students will explore musical styles and historical aspects of music per-
formance. They will be engaged in practical musical performance skills 
using voice, a variety of percussion instruments and/or instruments that 
they are currently learning. (It is not necessary to be currently learning an 
instrument as there will be opportunities to gain some instrumental skills 
in class.) Students will also look at basic composition skills involving el-
ementary theory, basic melody construction and the use of the computer 
program Sibelius. Students will be expected to prepare two contrasting 
performances as part of a musical ensemble, complete an assignment 
that explores a particular historical aspect or style of musical perform-
ance, and complete two short musical compositions.

Languages other than English
The study of a Language Other Than English contributes to the overall 
education of students, particularly in the areas of communication and 
personal learning, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, 
cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. The study also 
promotes the understanding and acceptance of different values and 
attitudes within the wider Australian community and beyond. 
In 2011 LOTE will be offered as full-year elective units in French, German 
and Auslan. This means that, if you choose a Year 10 LOTE elective, 
you will study it for both Semesters One and Two. French, German and 
Chinese units focus on the extension of your existing knowledge and skills 
as you progress towards the achievement of Level 6 VELS standard or 
beyond in the two LOTE dimensions:

Communicating in a Language Other Than English•	
Intercultural Knowledge and Language Awareness•	

You will also develop your ability to manage your personal learning in 
various ways, as you undertake a wide variety of research, learning and 
assessment activities, with emphasis on ICT activities, aimed at developing 
your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

French: (LFR)
This unit is suitable for students who have successfully completed Year 
9 French. As you develop your language and communication skills you 
will explore intercultural themes such as Holidays and Travel, Traditional 
Festivals and Celebrations, and Leisure and Lifestyles. Key grammar topics 
will include the past and future tenses, and you will explore ways of varying 
your writing to suit different audiences and purposes.

German: (LGE)
This unit is suitable for students who have successfully completed Year 
9 German. As you develop your language and communication skills you 
will explore intercultural themes such as Holidays and Travel, Festivals 
and Celebrations, Berlin, Austria and Bavaria. Key grammar topics will 
include the past and future tenses, and you will explore ways of varying 
your writing to suit different audiences and purposes.



YEAR 10 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
Languages other than English
English as a Second Language
Information Technology	
Technology - Materials

Auslan: (LOAU)
Specific themes include ‘the individual’, ‘the Deaf and Hearing communities’ 
and ‘the changing world’. Students are required to demonstrate their 
acquired knowledge through interactive signed exchanges as well as the 
viewing and recording of signed text. The study of Auslan may provide 
opportunities for future employment in the field of interpreting, social 
services, education, etc.

English as a Second Language: (ESLE) 
(Elective)
In this course students continue with their study of ESL as an elective. The 
aim of this Year 10 subject is to help students further develop their English 
language skills, so that they may achieve success in VCE. Students from 
Non-English Speaking Backgrounds often have difficulties with the more 
formal language required in VCE, even if they have been in Australia for 
some time. This is a full-year elective that consists of 2 extra support 
classes each week with trained ESL staff.
Students are taught within a small group environment enabling the teacher 
to address more closely the individual needs of the student. The subject 
involves the study of a variety of texts, writing for different purposes and 
the development of oral language skills. Students are also given vocabulary 
and skills that will help them with their homework from other subjects.

Information Technology
Computer Programming
The focus of this program is to develop multimedia games programming 
skills through a range of learning activities of increasing difficulty in Flash 
and ActionScript 3. It should enable students to create and publish their 
own relevant and meaningful games through opportunities for project work 
with differentiation of content and difficulty level. 
Students will create over thirty games tasks that can be used to construct a 
project such as car racing , online quiz, billiards or puzzles. The content will 
be varied and extensive, challenging students understanding, competency 
and organisational skills. Students will be required to keep an online journal 
recording and reflecting on their programming experiences, achievements, 
challenges and solutions. Self evaluation and peer evaluation will be 
required during progress and upon completion of the final project. 
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Technology - Materials
Foods: (TMF)
The practical application of skills and knowledge in the study of the key 
foods and their relationship to good health.  The study will include practical 
cooking based on the appropriate techniques for the safe use of tools and 
hygienic food preparation. 

Metals: (TMM)
The practical application of skills and knowledge in the manufacture of 
useful objects produced from a wide range of sheet or solid metals and 
related materials.

Timbers: (TMT)
The practical application of skills and knowledge in the manufacture of 
useful objects produced from a wide range of wood/timber and related 
materials.

Textiles: (TMX)
The practical application of skills and knowledge in the manufacture of 
clothing and textile products or garments for personal use.

Sysyems/Electronics: (TME)
The practical application of skills and knowledge in the manufacture of 
useful electrical and electronic systems projects using a wide range of 
materials.



HIGHER COST STUDIES

College Council can request payments from parents for Essential 
Educational items.  
There are subjects however, that use more essential materials and 
equipment.  
The costs expected to be confirmed by College Council are:

Standard VCE subjects:	 $45

VCE Arts
Art.............................................................................$70
Media........................................................................$70
Studio Arts................................................................$70
Visual Communication & Design..............................$70
Music Performance...................................................$70
Dance.......................................................................$70

VCE Health & Physical Education
Outdoor & Environmental Studies is: 
Units 1 & 2..............................................................$450
Units 3 & 4..............................................................$450 
Outdoor & Environmental Studies - Students undertaking Outdoor 
Education are required to participate in a minimum of twenty hours of 
Outdoor Adventure activities per semester. The variety of adventure 
experiences often requires both specialised equipment and qualified 
instruction.  As a result, there is a cost associated with each activity.  
These costs incorporate: equipment hire and use; instruction; transport; 
accommodation; entrance fees; and, in some cases, meals.

VCE Auslan
Units 1-4..............................................$350 per semester
Students are required to attend approximately 50 hours of scheduled 
classes which are held outside of school hours at Forest Hill College. 
Specially qualified staff are required to teach these out-of-hours classes. 
As a result, there is a cost associated with each unit of study.

VCE Technology Studies
Design & Technology.................................................. $90
Systems Engineering.................................................. $90
Food & Technology....................................................$110
Information Technology.............................................. $60

Year 10 Maths Methods & General Maths
Students studying Year 10 Maths Methods or Year 10 General Maths must 
purchase their own Texas Instruments, TI-nspire CAS Calculator.   

VCE VET in Schools Units
VET Information Technology.................................... $100
VET Interactive Media.............................................. $100
CISCO...................................................................... $500

Depending on which Certificate Courses students undertake, payments 
may be required for fees and course material.  Our students can undertake 
other VET subjects available externally to the College.  eg. at TAFE, other 
schools and other Registered Training Organisations.  Please see Mr Lucas 
for details as these depend on student expressing interest. 

Year 10 Technology Costs
Foods.......................................................................... $45
Timbers....................................................................... $45
Metals......................................................................... $45
Electronics.................................................................. $45
Textiles........................................................................ $45

Students are provided with sufficient resources/materials to satisfactorily 
complete the subject.  Any projects undertaken beyond this funding level 
will involve extra charges.

Enhancement Studies: Philosophy/Art/History/
Mathematics
Fees are charged for all enhancement studies at Monash University. 
Enhancement studies are also available at the University of Melbourne.

Optional VCE Arts Costs 

Students undertaking an Arts unit are able to satisfactorily complete 
their program using the materials provided by the College.  Students 
wishing to pursue their own special interest areas may incur additional 
costs.  Quality of presentation of folio work is at the discretion and cost 
of the student.

Arts & Studio Arts:
Final presentation boards..............................................$40 per unit
Drama/Theatre Studies:
Theatre production viewing.....................................$60-70 per year
Visual Communication:
Laminating and final presentation boards.......................$40 per unit
Media:
Presentation materials...............................................$10-20 per unit

All costs are correct at time of printing
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Literature
Unit 1: Literature (LI) 
This unit focuses on the ways literary texts represent human experience 
and the reading practices students develop to deepen their understanding 
of a text.  Students respond to a range of texts personally, critically and 
creatively.  This variety of approaches to reading invites questions about 
the ideas and concerns of the text.  While the emphasis is on students’ 
close engagement with language to explore texts, students also inform their 
understanding with knowledge of the conventions associated with different 
forms of text, for example poetry, prose, drama and/or non-print texts. 

Unit 2: Literature (LI)
The focus of this unit is on students’ critical and creative responses to 
texts.  Students deepen their understanding of their responses to aspects 
of texts sich as the style of narrative, the characters, the language and 
structure of the text.  Students extend their exploration of the ideas and 
concerns of the text.  They understand the ways their own culture and 
the cultures represented in the text can influence their interpretations and 
shape different meanings.  Students make comparisons between texts 
and identify some of the relationships that exist through features such as 
the language, characterisation and ideas. 

Visual Communication and Design
Unit 1: Visual Communication (VCD)
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an 
understanding of instrumental drawing methods and freehand drawing
including drawing from direct observation.  The unit involves the study 
of a range of drawing methods, including relevant Australian Standards 
conventions.  Students develop practical skills in the application of 
appropriate drawing methods, design elements and principles, and 
information and communications technology.  The unit also introduces 
students to the diversity of visual communication and the role of the design 
process in visual communication production.

Unit 2: Communication in Context (VCD)
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop and refine 
practical skills by generating images and developing them through 
freehand drawing, instrumental drawing and the use of information and 
communications technology.  In the development of visual communications, 
this unit enables students to develop an awareness of how the design 
process facilitates exploration and experimentation and how information 
and ideas are communicated.  

Media
Unit 1: Representation and Technologies of 	
Representation  (ME)
This unit is designed to enable students to develop an understanding of the 
relationship between the media, technology and representations. The unit 
involves the study of the implications of media technology for the individual 
and society. Students develop practical and analytical skills, including an 

understanding of media codes and conventions to the creation of meaning 
in media products, the role and significance of selection processes in 
their construction, and the creative and cultural implications of new media 
technologies. 

Unit 2: Media Production and the media industry (ME)
This unit will enable students to develop their understanding of the specialist 
production stages and roles within the collaborative organisation of media 
production. Students develop practical skills through undertaking assigned 
roles during their participation in specific stages of a media production and 
analyse issues concerning the stages and roles in the media production 
process. Students also develop an understanding of media industry issues 
and developments relating to production stages and roles and the broader 
framework within which Australian media organisations operate. 

Dance
Units 1 - 4: (DA)
The study focuses on development of students’ technical and physical 
skills, personal movement vocabulary, and application of choreographic 
and analytical principles.  Students create and perform their own dance 
works as well as studying the dance works of others through performance 
and analysis.  They consider cultural influences on the expressive intention, 
form and movement vocabulary of their own dances and also on works 
created by choreographers working in a range of styles and/or traditions.  
Cultural influences on technical and production aspects in dance works 
are also studied.  
Throughout the study students undertake systematic training in technical 
and physical skills which enables them to safely execute a diverse range 
of expressive body actions.  Students perform choreographed or learnt 
solo and group dance works using different dance-making processes, and 
study ways in which ideas are communicated. 

Music Performance
Units 1 - 4: (MP)
These units develop intellectual, aesthetic and cultural understanding of 
the value and importance of music in solo and group settings.  As soloists 
and members of groups, students develop skills in preparing programs of 
works.  They learn about and apply musicianship as they create music and 
interpret and analyse solo and ensemble works in a range of styles. 
In the performance of music, students develop their skills on a main 
instrument or voice.  They research and apply in performance relevant 
knowledge of performing, the rich heritage of music, theory of music and 
sociocultural influences on the music studied. Students experiment with 
interpretation and strike an appropriate balance, considering historical 
performance conventions, comtemporary performance conventions 
and personal interpretation as they perform a wide range of styles and 
characters in music.  

VCE SUBJECT DESCRIPTION
Literature
Visual Communication & Design
Media
Dance
Music Performance
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Health and Human Development
Unit 1: The Health and Development of Australia’s youth (HHD)
In this unit students are introduced to the concepts of health and individual 
human development.  Individual human development is a lifelong 
continuous process beginning at conception and ending with death and 
is perceived as involving a series of orderly and predictable changes, 
which can be classified as physical, social, emotional and intellectual.
This unit focuses on the health and individual human development of Australia’s 
youth.  The health status of Australia youth is good and continues to improve 
as demonstrated by reductions in morbidity and mortality from communicable 
diseases, chronic diseases, suicide, motor vehicle accidents and other injuries.
In this unit students identify issues that impact on the health and individual 
human development of Australia’s youth.  Students investigate one 
health issue in detail and analyse personal, community and government 
strategies or programs that affect youth health and human development.

Unit 2: Individual Human development and health 
issues (HHD)
In this unit students develop an understanding of the health and individual 
human development of Australia’s children. Students study the period from 
conception to approximately 12 years.  They explore the physical development 
that occurs from conception to late childhood, as well as the social, 
emotional and intellectual changes that occur from birth to late childhood.
The students gain an understanding of health and individual human 
development of Australia’s adults, including the elderly.  Students explore the 
physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes that occur during adulthood.
The students identify a range of health issues that are having an impact 
on Australia’s health system and investigate at least one in detail.  Health 
issues suitable for investigation include human rights and ethics, medical 
technology, complementary and/or alternative health services, environmental 
health, provision of rural health services and the ageing population.

Physical Education
Unit 1: Bodies in Motion (PE)
In this unit students explore how the body systems work together to 
produce movement and analyse this motion using biomechanical principles.  
Through practical activities students explore the relationships between the 
body systems and physical activity.
Students apply biomechanical principles to improve and refine movement.  
They use practical activities to demonstrate how biomechanics can lead 
to improved performance in sport and physical activity.
In Area of Study 3, there are two detailed studies: Technological 
advancements from a biomechanical perspective and Injury prevention 
and rehabilitation.

Unit 2:  Sports Coaching and Physically Active 
Lifestyles (PE)
This unit explores a range of coaching practices and their contribution to 
effective coaching and improved performance of an athlete.  The approach 

a coach uses, the methods applied and the skills used will have an impact 
on the degree of improvement experienced by an athlete.
Students are introduced to physical activity and the role it plays in the 
health and wellbeing of the population.  They explore a range of factors 
that influence participation in regular physical activity.
In Area of Study 3, there are two detailed studies: Decision making in sport 
and Promoting active living.

Outdoor & Environmental Studies 
Unit 1: Understanding Outdoor Experiences (OE)
This unit examines the ways in which humans understand and relate to 
nature through experiences of natural environments. The focus is on the 
individual and his /her personal relationship with the natural environment.  
This unit provides an opportunity for students to explore the many ways 
in which nature is understood and perceived.  Students develop a clear 
understanding of the range of motivations for interacting  with
the natural environment and the factors that affect an individual’s access 
to outdoor experiences and relationship with the natural environment. 
Students develop practical skills and knowledge required to live comfortably, 
with minimal impact, in naturual environments. 

Unit 2: Environmental Impacts (OE)
This unit focuses on characteristics of natural environments, human impacts 
on natural environments, and how changes to nature affect people.  Outdoor 
recreation provides the means for studying nature’s impact on humans, as 
well as the ecological, social and economic implications of human impact 
on natural environments. 

Languages other than English
Unit 1 & 2
The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall 
education of students, most particularly in the area of communication, but 
also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, cognitive development, 
literacy and general knowledge. The study promotes understanding of 
different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and 
beyond, and promotes the language and cross-cultural understanding of 
a unique Australian cultural community.
Common Areas of Study
The common areas of study for Chinese, French, German and Auslan 
comprise prescribed themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, 
vocabulary and grammar.  They provide the opportunity for the student to 
build upon what is familiar, as well as develop knowledge and skills in new 
and more challenging areas.

VCE SUBJECT DESCRIPTION
Health & Human Development
Physical Education
Outdoor & Environmental Studies
Languages other than English
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Accounting 
Unit 1: Establising and Operating a Service Business  
(AC)
This unit focuses on the establishment of a small business and the 
accounting and financial management of the business.  Students are 
introduced to the processes of gathering, recording, reporting and 
analysing financial data and information used by internal and external 
users.   Students examine the role of accounting in the decision-making 
process using single entry recording of financial data and information for 
the owner of a service business. 

Unit 2: Accounting for a Trading Business  (AC)
This unit focuses on accounting for a single activity sole trader.  Using the 
accrual approach, students use a single entry recording system for the 
recording and reporting of cash and credit transactions stock.  They use 
financial and non-financial information to evaluate the performance of a 
business.  Using these evaluations, students suggest strategies to the 
owner on how to improve the performance of the business. 

Business Management
Unit 1: Small business management (BM)
Small rather than large businesses make up the large majority of all busi-
nesses in the Australian economy. It is the small business sector that 
provides a wide variety of goods and services for both consumers and 
industries, such as manufacturing, construction and retail. This, com-
bined with employment opportunities, makes the small business sec-
tor a vital component in the success, growth and stability of Australia. 
Small businesses are tangible to students as they are visible and ac-
cessible in daily life. This unit provides an opportunity for students to 
explore the operations of a small business and its likelihood of success.

Unit 2: Communication and management (BM)
This unit focuses on the importance of effective communication in achiev-
ing business objectives. Students investigate communication both internal 
and external to the business. They develop knowledge of aspects of busi-
ness communication and are introduced to skills related to its effective 
use in different contexts. The vital functions of marketing and public rela-
tions are considered, with students developing an understanding of the 
important role these functions play in the ultimate success of a business.

Geography
Unit 1: Natural Environments  (GE)
This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of natural environments 
and landforms and the natural processes that shape and change the Earth’s 
surface. It investigates how the interactions between natural processes and 
human activities can also change natural environments. 

Unit 2: Human Environments (GE)
This unit investigates the characteristics of rural and urban environments 
which are developed by human activities and their interactions with natural 
environments.  Rural environments are those produced by human activities 
such as farming, forestry, tourism, mining, fishing and rural settlements. 
Urban environments are those produced by human activities created 
byhousing, work and leisure pursuits.  Rural and urban environments are 
dynamic. 

History 
Unit 1:  Twentieth Century History (1900-1945) (HIC)
The first half of the twentieth century was a period marked by significant 
change. In the nineteenth century there still remained a sense of a certain 
and natural order of society. This order was challenged and overturned in 
the first half of the twentieth century. Old certainties were replaced by new 
uncertainties. This unit investigates major political and social upheavals 
such as World War I and the rise of Nazi Germany.

Unit 2: Twentieth Century History (1945-2000) (HIC)
This period has been dominated by post-war reconstruction and, until 
recently, significant growth in material living standards. This unit provides 
the opportunity to investigate major themes and principal events of 
postwar history: the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the emergence of 
social movements such as the Black Civil Rights movement and peace 
movements, the collapse of the Soviet bloc, the end of apartheid and 
the development of organisations such as the European Union, North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFFA) and the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATF).

Legal Studies
Unit 1: Criminal law in action (LA)
Students examine the need for laws in society. They investigate the key 
features of criminal law, how it is enforced and adjudicated and possible 
outcomes and impacts of crime. Through a consideration of contemporary 
cases and issues, students learn about different types of crimes and explore 
rights and responsibilities under criminal law. Students also consider the 
role of parliament and subordinate authorities in law-making, as well as 
the impact of the Victorian Charter of Rights and Responsibilities on law 
enforcement and adjudication in Victoria. 
Students investigate the processes and procedures followed by courts in 
hearing and resolving criminal cases. They explore the main features and 
operations of criminal courts and consider the effectiveness of the criminal 
justice system in achieving justice.

Unit 2: Issues in civil law (CL)
Students examine the rights that are protected by civil law, as well as 
obligations that laws impose. They investigate types of civil laws and 
related cases and issues and develop an appreciation of the role of civil 

VCE SUBJECT DESCRIPTION
Accounting
Business Management
Geography
History
Legal Studies
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law in society and how it affects them as individuals.
The unit also focuses on the resolution of civil disputes through judicial 
determination and alternative methods in courts, tribunals and independent 
bodies. Students examine these methods of dispute resolution and evaluate 
their effectiveness.
Individuals can influence a change in the law by taking a case to court. 
Students focus on cases that have had a broader impact on the legal 
system and on the rights of individuals. Students develop an appreciation 
of the role played by such cases and undertake an analysis of relevant 
legal issues.

Biology
Unit 1: Unity & Diversity (BI)
In this unit students study the activities of cells and their structure and 
function at light and electron microscope levels. The composition of cells 
and cell replication is linked to type, cell growth and size division.  The 
transport processes across plasma membranes is investigated.  Common 
requirements of living things including energy, nutrients and exchanging 
gases are studied. Students are encouraged to conduct practical 
investigations including one of their own design to assist them develop 
knowledge and understanding and to illustrate concepts.  

Unit 2: Organisms and their environment (BI)
In this unit students study environmental factors common to all habitats 
and investigate structural and physiological adaptations of organisms to 
particular ecological niches.  Plant growth responses are also investigated.  
Behavioural and reproductive adaptations are used to study individual and 
group behaviour of animals.  Components, relationships and energy flows 
within ecosystems are studied.  Techniques used to monitor environmental 
change and maintain ecosystems are investigated.  Students are required 
to conduct fieldwork. 

Psychology
Unit 1:  (PY)
The focus of this unit is an introduction to the scientific foundation of 
psychology.  In this context, human behaviour is examined in social 
situations where certain behaviours are seen to be a consequence 
of environmental processes. Individual development of cognitive and 
perceptual abilities is also explored. 

Unit 2:  (PY)
This unit focuses on internal physical, chemical and biological processes 
that inform behaviour. This context is based on the understanding of 
neuronal structures and the nervous system at the basic level. The study 
of individual behaviour in social situations is explored where behaviours 
can be influenced by attitudes resulting from environmental influences.  
Research methods continue to be integrated within the different approaches 
to psychology. 

Information Technology
Unit 1: IT in Action (ITP)
This unit focuses on how individuals use, and can be affected by, information 
and communications technology (ICT) in their daily lives.  Students 
acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create information 
that persuades, educates or entertains.  They also explore how their lives 
are affected by ICT and strategies for influencing how ICT is applied.  
Students develop an understanding of the role technology plays in inputting, 
processing, storing and communicating data and information.  Students 
use software to create solutions and information products. 

Unit 2: IT Pathways (ITP)
This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations use ICT.  Students 
acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create solutions and 
information products that meet personal and clients’ needs.  They also 
examine how networked information systems are used within organisations.  
Students develop and apply knowledge and skills in using two different 
software tools.  One tool must be a programming or scripting language 
that enables students to manipulate data.  The other software tools will be 
selected from either web authoring and multimedia authoring, and, where 
appropriate, be supported by image editing software.  

Design and Technology
Wood, Metals, Textiles
Unit 1: Design Modification and Production (DT) 
This unit focuses on the tools, processes, techniques, knowledge and 
skills the designer has used to develop a solution to a problem.  Students 
investigate methods and processes used by the designer to examine the 
need and define the problem by generating an appropriate design brief.  
They consider methods and information the designer uses to generate 
and communicate ideas and determine the suitability of appropriate 
materials and processes.  Students learn about the production techniques 
used to make the product and how it is evaluated against the needs and 
requirements outlined in the design brief. 

Unit 2: Collaborative Design (DT)
In this unit each student works as a member of a team to design and 
develop a product range or contribute to the design and production of 
a group product. Students work both individually and as a member of a 
small design team to address a problem, need or opportunity that requires 
a product within a range or based on a theme, or component of a group 
product. 

VCE SUBJECT DESCRIPTION
Legal Studies
Biology
Psychology
Information Technology
Design & Technology
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VCE SUBJECT DESCRIPTION
Food and Technology
Systems Engineering
Certifi cate III in Information Technology
Cisco Discovery & Exploration

26

Food and Technology
Unit 1: Properties of Food (FT)
The emphasis of this unit is on the diversity of food, how it is stored and 
prepared to achieve quality in terms of safety, health and aesthetics. 

Unit 2: Planning and Preparation of Food (FT)
The emphasis of this unit is on the methods, tools and equipment used to 
produce the most effective results when preparing food for a wide range 
of situations to meet the requirements of a design brief. 

Systems Engineering
Unit 1: Mechanical Engineering Fundamentals  (SE) 
This unit focuses on mechanical engineering fundamentals as the basis 
of understanding the underlying principles and the building blocks that 
operate in the simplest to more complex mechanical devices. The unit 
allows for a ‘hands-on’ approach, as students apply their knowledge and 
construct functional systems. 

Unit 2: Electrotechnology Engineering Fundamentals 
(SE) 
In this unit students study fundamental electrotechnology engineering 
principles. Through the application of their knowledge students produce 
basic operational systems. The systems produced by the students 
should employ a level of integration between mechanical and electronic 
components. Students also apply their knowledge and skills to research 
and produce technical reports.

Certifi cate III in Information Technology (ITV)
VCE VET program

gives students a nationally recognised VET Certifi cate that fi ts into • 
the National Training Framework
have the same value as other VCE subjects.  That is, English Units • 
1 – 4 is the same as VET Information Technology Units 1 – 4.  Each 
course gives 4 units towards the VCE certifi cate
give students knowledge and skills that will improve their employment • 
opportunities within the Information Technology industry
give students a choice of 3 streams – Applications, Network • 
Administration and Support

The key competencies include:
Occupational Health and Safety Procedures• 
Communication in the Workplace• 
Working with others in teams• 
Solving problems• 
Maintaining computer systems and troubleshooting problems• 
Administration of Multiple Users in a Network• 

Cisco Discovery & Exploration (CNAP)
The Cisco Networking Academy Program is an international computer 
network training program developed by Cisco Systems. It is delivered 
under contract by qualifi ed organisations known as Cisco Local Academies. 
Forest Hill College is a fully qualifi ed local academy, operating as a remote 
campus of Box Hill Institute of TAFE, with expert teaching staff. It is a 
local hub for other schools who send their students to study at Forest Hill 
College one afternoon per week.
The College offers the Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) 
Exploration qualifi cation that provides entry level to the IT industry and 
to further training.
The program is a comprehensive four semester ( 2 year ) course that 
teaches students to design, build and maintain computer networks. Each 
year ( 2 semesters) of the course is recognised as 2 units of VCE study in 
Victoria at Units 3-4 level , and provides a 10% bonus towards the students’ 
ENTER score. In total,  four semesters of the CCNA course provide 
credit for 4 units of VCE study at Units 3-4 level AND two times the 
10% bonus for the Enter score.
Students work within an e-learning model that includes web-based 
educational content and online testing, supported by qualifi ed instructors 
and extensive lab work. The curriculum and learning resources are aimed 
at preparing students for the demands and opportunities in the growing 
IT industry.

Address: Mahoneys Road, Burwood East 3151
Phone:  9814 9444

Email:  fhc@fhc.vic.edu.au
www.fhc.vic.edu.au

This handbook is also available on www.fhc.vic.edu.au


